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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

• Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)IS1 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 15 October 2003 . 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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Application/Control Number: 10/686,019 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3673 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

((b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims 1, 4-8, and 10-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Pat. No. 3,262,135 to Fasanella. 

Claim 1 , Fasanella discloses a mattress, comprising, 
a substantially rigid base platform 22, 

a perimeter sidewall 26 joined to the base platform and defining an interior 
cavity, 

an innercore 24 disposed within the cavity, and 

an upholstery layer 44 disposed over a top surface of the innercore. 

Claim 4, wherein the substantially rigid base platform is sufficiently rigid to 

provide a support surface that may be seated on to a bed frame, for providing a 

bed. 

Claim 5, wherein the substantially rigid base platform comprises wood to 
provide support to the innercore (col. 2 lines 23-25). 

Claim 6, wherein the innercore comprises a plurality of spring coils 30. 

Claim 7, wherein the innercore is selected from the group of open coil 
innercores. 
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Claim 8, wherein the innercore comprises a block of resilient foam 42 
(col. 3 lines 54-55). 

Claim 10, further comprising a layer of upholstery (44,46) over disposed 
over the innercore and the perimeter wall. 

Claim 1 1 , further comprising a layer of plain sheeting 48 disposed over an 
exterior face of the substantially rigid base platform to provide a non-upholstered 
non-sleeping surface. 

Claim 12, wherein the perimeter sidewall comprises at least rigid foam 
sidewalls (col. 2 lines 47-50)(col. 3 lines 18-21). 

Claim 13, wherein the perimeter sidewall comprises at least four rigid 
foam sidewalls (col. 2 lines 47-50)(col. 3 lines 18-21). 

Claim 14, wherein the perimeter sidewall is joined by an adhesive joint to 
the substantially rigid base platform (col. 3 lines 63-69). 

Claim 15, wherein the adhesive joint includes tape. 

Claim 16, wherein the perimeter sidewall is joined by a mechanical 
fastener 28 to the rigid base platform (fig. 3). 

Claim 17, further comprising a wire coil for securing the innercore against 
the substantially rigid base platform (col. 2 lines 29-54). 

Claim 18, wherein a layer of upholstery (44,46) is disposed over the 
innercore and attached to or adjacent the sidewall for securing the innercore 
within the cavity. 
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Claims 1, 4, 9-10, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Pat. No. 5,960,496 to Boyd. 

Claim 1 , Boyd discloses a mattress, comprising, 
a substantially rigid base platform 27, 

a perimeter sidewall 21 joined to the base platform and defining an interior 
cavity 19, 

an innercore (13,15,17) disposed within the cavity, and 

an upholstery layer 25 disposed over a top surface of the innercore. 

Claim 4, wherein the substantially rigid base platform is sufficiently rigid to 

provide a support surface that may be seated on to a bed frame, for providing a 

bed. 

Claim 9, wherein the innercore comprises a layer of latex (col. 2 lines 44- 

45). 

Claim 10, further comprising a layer of upholstery (44,46) over disposed 
over the innercore and the perimeter wall. 

Claim 20, Boyd discloses a bed comprising a mattress having a 
substantially rigid base platform 27, 

a perimeter sidewall 21 joined to the base platform and defining an interior 
cavity 19, and 

an innercore (13,15,17) disposed within the cavity, and 

a platform 29 having a flat surface for receiving the mattress and raising 
the platform off the ground. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 1-5, 8-13, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S .Pat. No. 6,662,393 to Boyd in view of U.S. Pat. No. 
5,960,496 to Boyd. 

Claim 1 , Boyd '393 discloses a mattress, comprising, 

a substantially rigid base platform 10, 

a perimeter sidewall 12 joined to the base platform and defining an interior 

cavity, 

an innercore 20 disposed within the cavity. Boyd '393 fails to disclose an 
upholstery layer. Boyd '496 discloses a mattress having an upholstery layer 25 
disposed over a top surface of the innercore. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to employ an upholstery 
layer as taught by Boyd '496 in order provide a portion of the mattress that is 
able to be replaced and cleaned. 

Claim 2, wherein the substantially rigid base platform comprises a layer of 
high density foam (col. 3 line 12). 
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Claim 3, wherein the substantially rigid base platform comprises a plurality 
of layers of foam to provide composite high density layer (col. 4 liens 17-21). 

Claim 4, wherein the substantially rigid base platform is sufficiently rigid to 
provide a support surface that may be seated on to a bed frame, for providing a 
bed. 

Claim 5, wherein the substantially rigid base platform comprises a foam 
member to provide support to the innercore (col. 2 lines 63-65). 

Claim 8, wherein the Innercore comprises a block of resilient foam (col. 2 
lines 65-68). 

Claim 9, wherein the innercore comprises a layer of latex (col. 2 lines 65- 

68). 

Claim 10, further comprising a layer of upholstery 25 over disposed over 
the innercore and the perimeter wall. 

Claim 1 1 , further comprising a layer of plain sheeting disposed over an 
exterior face of the substantially rigid base platform to provide a non-upholstered 
non-sleeping surface (fig. 1 )(Boyd '496). 

Claim 12, wherein the perimeter sidewall comprises at least rigid foam 
sidewalls (col. 2 lines 9-10). 

Claim 13, wherein the perimeter sidewall comprises at least four rigid 
foam sidewalls (col. 2 lines 9-10). 

Claim 18, wherein a layer of upholstery 25 is disposed over the innercore 
and adjacent the sidewall for securing the innercore within the cavity (Boyd '496). 
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Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Pat. No. 5,960,496 to Boyd in view of U.S. Pat. No. 5,657,500 to Messina. 

Claim 19, Boyd discloses all of the Applicant's claimed limitations except 
for the sidewall including a joint. Messina discloses a mattress with a joint (1 1 a) 
between the sidewalls of the mattress. It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to employ a joint as taught by 
Messina in order to provide a foldable mattress. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning tiiis communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Fredrick C Conley whose telephone number 
is 308-7468. The examiner can normally be reached on m-th m-fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor. Heather Shackelford can be reached on 308-2978. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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